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SPOTLIGHT ON ST JOHN’S
OUR WINTER/SPRING ISSUE OF SPOTLIGHT!
Welcome to our Winter/Spring issue of
Spotlight - the termly magazine from
the Anglican Parish Church of St John
the Baptist, which is distributed
throughout West Byfleet.
We hope you enjoy reading our news,
and - if you have any comments or
suggestions - do please contact the
editor (Vicky Peppiatt) by email:
publicity@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk.

IN THIS ISSUE…
p2 Keith writes; World Day of Prayer
p3 Children & Families news
p4 Upcoming events & services
p5 Christmas Tree Festival 2021
p6 Angels do exist! Groups at St John’s
p7 Cornerstone activities
p8 Contact information & Diary

WELCOME TO ST JOHN’S
Following various restrictions during the pandemic, we’re now operating our
normal service schedule, and most of our weekday groups have re-started see news of that on p6. This issue also includes a report & photos on the
Christmas Tree Festival held at the start of December, news of all our
upcoming services and events, and how one local volunteer gained the title
‘leaf angel’!
If you are new to the area, or don’t know the church, please do take a look
inside St John’s - we are located between Parvis Road and Camphill Road (or
look for the tall spire). St John’s was built in 1912 and has a lovely peaceful
feel - a place to escape from the routine and rush, and take a moment for
reflection. Currently, St John’s is open weekdays (M-F) to visitors from 10am3pm (Wednesdays from 11am), and whatever the reason for your visit, you
will be very welcome. We’re also open some Saturdays, and of course every
Sunday for our morning services, and then to around 3pm.

Easter Flowers at St John’s

Large self-contained office space
(36m2) available on long term let.
To enquire please contact the Parish
Office - 01932 342263 or
admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk

When visiting, you are welcome to wander round; or sit and reflect (we have
comfortable seating!); or stay a while in the Prayer Area (to the right, halfway
along the building). Opposite the Prayer Area, on the left-hand side, is the
Children’s Space - with a table for drawing, and some toys/activities that are
available to all young people at any time of the day. You may also on
occasion hear the organ being played, either for practice or during a lesson.
Outside the church itself, there are several benches located around the
building (choose between shade or sun), and also picnic tables - which
visitors are welcome to use. Do come and visit soon!

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE
MOTHERING SUNDAY 27th MARCH AT 10am

We’re on YouTube! Subscribe to our channel St John’s
Church West Byfleet for videos of our services and more!
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KEITH WRITES…
What is the church for? I suspect that many people think it exists to put on services of
worship and provide a community for those who like religion. It might also stand for
certain values and play a role in the wider community, especially around births,
marriages and deaths. This is true enough as far as it goes but I would want to go rather
further.
What the church is for begins with God. Christians believe that God came to us in a
human life, that of Jesus of Nazareth. His life and teaching showed us what God is like
and what the world is like when God’s will prevails. In this vision of the world the
poor are as important as the rich; the sick are made well; we find ourselves able to love,
not only our neighbours but our enemies; our social interactions are marked by grace
and generosity and lives are full of fulfilment and purpose. In his death and subsequent
resurrection Jesus endured and defeated all the negatives that afflict us and opened up
a way for us to do the same. In other words, the church exists to serve a vision of how
the world can be by the grace of God. These are the convictions that I have in mind when I keep saying that I want St John’s
to be a welcoming and lively centre of Christian spirituality and an effective and willing partner in action to benefit the
community of West Byfleet.
I was very encouraged by two things that happened over the Christmas period. Firstly, the junior and primary schools both
created banners that adorned St John’s over the festive season. The banners were on the theme of ‘It was on a starry
night’ and combined a powerful overall visual statement with fascinating details! We were delighted also to host the
special junior school Christmas assemblies.
Secondly a team from St John’s (many thanks to them!) organised a Christmas Tree Festival, a first for us. What an occasion
it was! 34 community groups each entered a decorated Christmas tree and the interior of the church looked truly splendid
with both the trees and the children’s banners mentioned earlier. The Mayor attended and awarded a special prize for his
favourite tree. Each day of the festival there were performances from the Community Choir, Show Choir, and choirs from
our local schools – which we much enjoyed and for which we were very grateful. I hope there will be many more events of
this kind. In one way these are enjoyable but quite ordinary local events – but for me they are small but powerful examples
of God at work among us.
I came to West Byfleet for a year, and that year is up, but St John’s and the Bishop of Guildford and I have decided it would
be better if I stayed longer. So I will be with you in West Byfleet for another two years at least. I am delighted because I am
thoroughly enjoying being part of this church and this community. And now I’m here for longer I will be all the more keen
to meet all the individuals and groups that make West Byfleet what it is, and for us to realise more of what God wants for
us in this place.

Revd Keith Elford, Priest-in-charge

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BYFLEET AND DISTRICT, AND
ALL SAINTS NEW HAW
This year the World Day of Prayer will take place at Our Lady
Help of Christians RC Church in Madeira Road, West Byfleet
[KT14 6BH] at 2.00pm on Friday 4th March.
The topic for this years’ service is ‘Together in Prayer’ and has
been prepared by Christians in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland. Christians throughout the World will hold services on
this day to pray for the needs of the world.
It is a wonderful thing to realize that every moment of the 24
hours on the 4th of March, somewhere in the world prayers are
being said and our requests are being made known to God.
This is always a lovely ecumenical occasion, and open to
everybody - do join us if you can!
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
In this issue of Spotlight, Emma ‘lifts the lid’ on our
Sunday morning JAM (Jesus and Me) group……
When I first came to St John’s, I was asked if I might like to help with JAM. I must
admit to having no clue as to what it was, or what I would have to do. It was with no
small amount of relief that I discovered this wasn’t a cooking group, but rather a
Sunday morning group for children! So, for any other confused people in West
Byfleet, here is an invitation, for children 3 years upwards, to ‘lift the lid’ and see if
this fun, friendly group could be for you…….

WHEN and WHERE?
9:45am – 11am
The Cornerstone Centre

Bible stories and action
prayers

Games & Fun

Craft

Action Songs

There’s no need to book – we are open every Sunday during term time and
can’t wait to meet you!
If you would like more information,
please contact our Children and Families Coordinator, Emma Mason,
who will be pleased to help you.
childrenandfamilies@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk
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UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS AT ST JOHN’S
On this page we preview services and events coming soon to St John’s - particularly arrangements for Holy Week and Easter.

We’re pleased to say there’s now no requirement to book for any of our services!
Ash Wednesday Eucharist - Wednesday 2nd March at 7.30pm

A traditional Eucharist, including ‘ashing’* to introduce the liturgical season of Lent - a time for repentance, fasting and
reflection before the celebration of Easter. This year the music includes excerpts from Allegri’s famous setting of Psalm 51 Miserere - sung by the choir. *[The priest invites those attending to receive a mark of the cross on their foreheads. The ‘ash’ to do
this is made by burning palm crosses from the previous year].

Agape Lunch - Sunday 6th March at 12 noon
To mark the start of Lent we serve a ‘frugal’ lunch [bread and cheese/pate, with pickle and apple] to those in our
congregation and anyone else who would like to attend. In the context of a meal, agape means reflecting God’s love to us
by sharing what we have with others less fortunate than ourselves. The idea is that on this first Sunday in Lent, those
attending contribute what would normally be spent on Sunday lunch/dinner. The money collected will go to
Your Sanctuary, a local charity supporting the survivors of domestic abuse. Booking essential - to reserve your place,
please contact admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk no later than 2nd March.

Choral Evensong for Lent - Sunday 6th March at 6.30pm
The choir sing Evensong with music specially chosen for Lent, including Purcell’s 8 part anthem Hear my Prayer. The service
offers the congregation the opportunity to worship individually through prayer, reflection, and quiet contemplation whilst
listening to beautiful choral music.

Mothering Sunday - Sunday 27th March at 10am
Our special Mothering Sunday service for everyone in the community, as we give thanks and remember all those who
nurture and care for us. This service is non-eucharistic, suitable for all ages, and includes the distribution of flower posies,
with refreshments afterwards. No booking required - please come along and join in!

Palm Sunday procession and blessing of Palm Crosses - Sunday 10th April at 10am
Assuming there are no further Covid restrictions, we hope to re-instate our tradition of processing with Palm Crosses
around the perimeter of the church, before hearing the Passion narrative with Jesus’s triumphant entry to Jerusalem,
subsequent arrest and trial.

Palm Sunday Reflection with seasonal music and readings - Sunday 10th April at 6.30pm
A sequence of seasonal readings and music to prepare for Holy Week - the most solemn week in the Christian year.

Stations of the Cross - Tuesday 12th April at 7.30pm
A reflection on the road to Calvary and the cross with readings, music and prayers, led by Revd Clive Kirk.

Maundy Thursday Eucharist - Thursday 14th April at 7.30pm
The Eucharist of the Last Supper, with symbolic washing of feet, followed by the stripping of the altar, and closing the
doors of the Reredos.

Good Friday ‘Walk of Witness’ - Friday 15th April at 10am
The Walk of Witness returns! Starting at Our Lady Catholic Church at 10am, we walk through West Byfleet centre stopping several times to listen to readings and sing Passiontide hymns - before finishing with a short service at St John’s.
Stay on afterwards to chat with fellow walkers and enjoy hot cross buns!

Good Friday ‘Reflections at the foot of the Cross’ - Friday 15th April at 2pm
A quiet service to reflect on the pain and suffering of Jesus as he died on the cross.

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service - Sunday 17th April at 6am (Newark Priory)
An opportunity to worship early on Easter morning with other Christians from the local area in the ruins of Newark Priory.
[NB - as this issue is published we await confirmation of access to Newark Priory for this service - please see website for
updates].

Easter Sunday Festal Eucharist - Sunday 17th April at 10am
Jesus Christ is risen today - Alleluia! Join us to celebrate the
resurrection, in this service suitable for all the family.
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
At the start of Advent we hosted a community Christmas Tree Festival for the very first time. Local community
organisations, including schools and care homes, decorated their own Christmas trees which were displayed in St John’s.
During the four days of the Festival, over 600 visitors made their way around the 34 trees to vote for their favourite. In first
place came the Marist School, followed by West Byfleet Allotment Association’s ‘Wild about Wildlife’ group in second
place, and the knitting group WitKnits took third place.
At a preview evening the day before opening the Mayor of Woking, Councillor Liam Lyons, awarded prizes in each of the
three age categories. The primary age was won by West Byfleet Junior School; secondary age, West Byfleet Rangers; and in
the adult category it was knitting group the WitKnits that came out on top.
Local choirs took to the stage across the four days, with festive performances from the West Byfleet Community Choir, the
West Byfleet Show Choir, the Marist School Choir, and West Byfleet Junior School Choir.
Revd Keith Elford, Priest-in-Charge at St John’s said: “It was fantastic to have been able to host such a great event with so
many local groups getting involved to make it a real community occasion.”

West Byfleet Infant School won the
primary age category

The decorated Christmas Trees on display in the church
The Mayor of Woking presenting WitKnits’ founder
Janet Hodges with the adult award certificate, with
fellow WitKnits Gen Howgate and Jean Mohabir

The Marist School won the public vote

Second place went to the Allotment
Association’s ‘Wild about Wildlife’ group
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ANGELS DO EXIST!
Imagine our surprise at the start of November when a local school mum
with time to spare offered (at no cost) to clear up the huge quantity of
leaves in the church grounds! With preparations for the busy season
of Advent & Christmas foremost in our minds, and Covid restrictions
still in play, this seemed almost too good to be true - especially with
two very large deciduous trees in the churchyard. Gradually, over the
mornings of November & December, our ‘leaf angel’ did exactly as
promised, not only clearing all the leaves but bagging them ready
to take to garden waste bins or the tip (almost 100 black bags!).
Huge thanks to Agnieszka, who is now available to local residents
looking for help with gardening or house cleaning (charges apply).

No more leaves(!)
Just some of the bags awaiting collection

Need help with gardening or
house cleaning?
Call or text Agnieszka to
discuss your requirements.
Friendly & reliable; competitive rates.
07906 160515

GROUPS AT ST JOHN’S

Most of our groups are back operating as usual; here’s a summary of what’s going on week by week…

Choir
Our talented group of singers support our worship every Sunday, and practice
every Wednesday evening during term time (8:15pm – 9.30pm). Our repertoire is
wide-ranging, and we aim to sing to a high standard - whilst having lots of fun
together! To help develop our singers, we also provide individual vocal coaching
and musicianship classes. Interested? Contact our Director of Music,
Ian Church (07860 520686/ianchurch@ntlworld.com) for all enquiries
about the choir or music at St John’s.

Pain Support
For several years we at St John’s have run Living Well with Pain, a monthly
support group for those suffering with all kinds of pain, which meets
in the Dora Honnor Room (Cornerstone Centre). We’re really pleased
to be resuming our meetings on February 24th (7.30-9.30pm), and
then on every 4th Thursday each month. Please join us, or for
further information, please contact Fanny Cross
(fannycross9420@outlook.com or 01932 345415).

New Horizons
A social group for older church members and friends to meet for activities,
discussions and refreshments. New Horizons is delighted to be starting again,
meeting on the 2nd Monday afternoon of every month (in the Dora Honnor Room,
Cornerstone Centre). Contact corrie.meyer@hotmail.co.uk for more
information, or call the Parish Office on 01932 342263.

Pilgrim study groups
This major teaching and discipleship resource from the Church of England aims
to help every local church create a place where people can explore the Christian
faith together and see how it can be lived out each day. Pilgrim takes a different
approach to other Christian programmes - approaching the great issues of faith
not through persuasion, but participation in a pattern of contemplation and
discussion with a group of fellow travellers. Our groups meet on Tuesday evenings,
Wednesday mornings & Thursday evenings. To find out more,
contact admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk, and also see http://www.pilgrimcourse.org.
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WHAT’S ON IN CORNERSTONE

Our social group for older church
members, which meets monthly on
Monday afternoons at 2pm for
activities, discussions and
refreshments.
This group starts again on Monday
14th February and then on the
second Monday of each month
going forward
corrie.meyer@hotmail.co.uk

WEEKLY CLASSES

New Horizons

DID YOU KNOW THE CORNERSTONE
CENTRE IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE?
Meetings, classes, parties and family events, for both local organisations and residents.
With a large hall (perfect for a bouncy castle!) as well as a smaller meeting room both available to
hire individually or together.
Hire charges are as follows:
Main Hall - includes use of kitchen
1st May - 30th September weekday - £22.00 per hour
1st May - 30th September weekends - £24.75 per hour
1st October - 30th April weekday - £24.75 per hour
1st October - 30th April weekends - £27.50 per hour
Dora Honnor Room - includes use of servery
1st May - 30th September - £13.75 per hour
1st October - 30th April - £15.40 per hour
More information can be found on our website
www.stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk or contact:
Cornerstone-bookings@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk
After-service refreshments in the Hall
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WORSHIP @ ST JOHN’S
Children are welcome at all of our services, and we have now
returned to our usual (pre-Covid) pattern:
8am - Holy Communion (said)
A reflective and quiet service of Holy Communion, usually
held in the Memorial Chapel. Readings follow the Anglican
lectionary, and the service includes a short homily before
receiving communion.
10am - Parish Eucharist (Family Eucharist on the 2nd Sunday)
The main service of the week, lasting around an hour. We
gather as a church to hear God’s word and celebrate
communion, receiving Christ in bread and wine. The choir
leads our music with plenty of opportunity for the
congregation to join in with hymns to worship God. A short
reflection helps to explain the readings and guide what
God may be saying to us. Prayers are offered for the
community and wider world. After the service,
refreshments are available in the Church Hall as we
continue our fellowship more informally.
On the second Sunday, the service is shorter and suitable
for parents and children to worship together, in church.
6.30pm - Evening services
Usually on the first Sunday of every month, we meet for
worship from a variety of styles - including Choral
Evensong, Sung Evensong, Compline, Taize and Songs of
Praise. [NB dates may change to coincide with major
festivals - eg Advent & Easter; check website for details].
Mondays - 9.30am Morning Prayer
A quiet service based around the Church of England’s
‘Daily Prayer’. This takes place in the Prayer Area or
Memorial Chapel, and lasts around 25 minutes.
Wednesdays - 10am Holy Communion
A reflective and quiet service of Holy Communion;
readings follow the Anglican lectionary, and the service
includes a short homily before receiving communion.

DIARY OF EVENTS
February 2022
Thurs 24th Pain Support Group resumes; 7.30-9.30pm
March 2022
Wed 2nd
Ash Wednesday Eucharist at 7.30pm
Sun 6th
Agape Lunch at 12noon
th
Sun 6
Choral Evensong for Lent at 6.30pm
th
Sun 27
Clocks change - BST begins at 1am
Sun 27th
Mothering Sunday Service at 10am
April 2022
Sun 10th
Palm Sunday Procession at 10am
th
Sun 10
Music & Readings for Holy Week at 6.30pm
th
Tues 12
Stations of the Cross at 7.30pm
Thurs 14th Maundy Thursday Eucharist at 7.30pm
Fri 15th
Walk of Witness at 10am (starts at Our Lady)
Fri 15th
Reflections at the foot of the Cross at 2pm
th
Sun 17
Easter Dawn Service at Newark Priory (6am - tbc)
th
Sun 17
Easter Sunday Festal Eucharist at 10am
May 2022
Sun 1st
Choral Evensong for Eastertide at 6.30pm
June 2022
Sat 11th
Summer Fayre, 11am-3pm
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CONTACT US
For all general (non-urgent) enquiries, please contact the
Parish Office by emailing admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk,
or phone 01932 342263 (leave a message if the office is
closed). We’ll respond as soon as possible during
office hours – Mon/Wed/Fri, 12-3pm.
To book either of the Cornerstone halls, please email
admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk, complete the enquiry
form on the Cornerstone Bookings tab, or phone the
Parish Office.
To contact our Priest-in-charge, Revd Keith Elford, who
works for St John’s on Mon/Tues/Sat am/Sun, email
keith@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk, and for urgent enquiries,
please phone 07771 920976.
For urgent enquiries outside of these times, please contact
either of our Churchwardens: Jen Blamey (07712 701149)
or Ian Church (07860 520686).
For prayer requests, please contact Geoff Jones, Pastoral
Assistant (01932 851830).

Find us on Facebook! Come and give us a
for all the latest updates on services, events + more.
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