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Welcome to our Autumn issue of 
Spotlight - the magazine from the 
Anglican Parish Church of St John the 
Baptist, which (in normal times) is 
distributed quarterly throughout West 
Byfleet.  
 
 

We hope you enjoy reading our news, 
and - if you have any comments or 
suggestions - do please contact the 
editor (Vicky Peppiatt) by email: 
publicity@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk. 
 
 

WELCOME TO ST JOHN’S 
Following various restrictions during the pandemic, we’re now almost ‘back 
to normal’ – and what a relief to be able to use those words! If you are new 
to the area, or don’t know the church, please do take a look inside St John’s -  
we are located between Parvis Road and Camphill Road (or look for the tall 
spire). 
 

The Church was built in 1912 and has a lovely peaceful feel - a place to 
escape from the routine and rush and take a moment for reflection - even if 
only for a few moments. Currently, St John’s is open weekdays (M-F) to 
visitors from 10am-3pm (Wednesdays from 11am), and whatever the reason 
for your visit, you will be very welcome. We’re also open some Saturdays, 
and of course every Sunday for our morning services, and then to around 
3pm.  
 

You can just wander round; or sit and reflect (we have comfortable seating!); 
or stay a while in the Prayer Area (to the right, halfway along the building). 
Opposite the Prayer Area, on the left-hand side, is the Children’s Space - with 
a table for drawing, and some toys/activities that are available to all young 
people at any time of the day. You may also on occasion hear the organ being 
played, either for practice or during a lesson.  
 

Outside the church itself, there are several benches located around the 
building (choose between shade or sun), and also picnic tables - which 
visitors are welcome to use. Do come and visit soon! 
 

Harvest Festival Flowers (September 2021) 

We’re on YouTube! Subscribe to our channel St John’s 
Church West Byfleet for videos of our services and more! 

Aerial Views of St John’s (summer 2021) 

Community	
Christmas	Tree	

Festival	
Saturday	4th	-	Tuesday	7th	
December,	4pm	–	8pm  

(Full details on p6) 
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KEITH WRITES… 
 
St John’s Church is both in the centre of town and somewhat set apart from  
things. We’re on something of an island, separated by busy roads from the commercial  
heart of West Byfleet. These roads separate us more than we’d like in some ways. But 
on the other hand, we are surrounded by green open space, and we see ourselves as  
something of an oasis in a busy, noisy world. The first thing I want to say is please do  
take advantage of that space. Please do use the garden to sit, relax, eat your lunch,  
meet your friends. Please come into the church (it’s normally open between 10.00 and  
3.00) and sit, think, pray, light a candle or whatever enables you to catch your breath,  
catch up with yourself and remember others. The church itself is magnificent inside –  
elegant, open, uncluttered. If you’re the kind of person who finds churches a bit  
intimidating, please don’t be put off. You’ll probably be on your own, it is a beautiful,  
peaceful space and if you do bump into me or one of the congregation, we will be  
delighted to see you but we’ll also leave you to do your thing in peace. Though if you  
do want some help we will do our best to oblige! 
 
My vision of the church is of a community of faith, of a place which combines spiritual depth with service to the wider 
community. We value our own life as a community, our worship and our groups but we want to add to the quality of the 
life of the village. We see ourselves as a place of both old and new. We have a tradition of Christian worship and 
observance which has developed over centuries. Our worship is dignified and thoughtful, drawing on texts and practices 
that have been at the centre of the life of the church for centuries. But we are not stuffy – and we see a big part of our job 
as relating what we have inherited to the challenges and issues of a world that has changed a great deal, even since the 
church was built in 1912. In other words, if you join us for a service, you will, I hope, find us relevant as well as offering the 
wisdom of a long-established tradition. 
 
I know the church has often failed badly over the centuries. But I also believe it has held and transmitted beliefs that have 
been crucial in creating some of the best things in our society. It is, for example, the Christian faith that introduced the 
notions that every person is precious and that we are all equal before God. I hope we can continue to be an influence for 
good and work with others in our community for the good of that community. You might consider joining us or working 
with us! 
 
Meanwhile we are thinking about how to maximise the opportunities offered by our building and our grounds to create a 
more vibrant, green, attractive and fruitful combination of space, silence, prayer, music, discussion and contemplation for 
the benefit of everyone in West Byfleet. Watch this space! 

 
Revd Keith Elford, Priest-in-charge 

ST JOHN’S FROM ABOVE 
 

During the summer, we were delighted that one of our younger  
parishioners, Toby Johnson – who has recently qualified as a  
drone pilot – was able to film St John’s from above, both  
outside and inside. Whilst we’re all used to seeing the building 
 from ground level, the resulting short film includes some 
amazing views, and certainly parts of the building that most of us 
have never seen! 
 

Toby cleverly edited the final film to a soundtrack recorded on  
the St John’s organ, played by Director of Music, Ian Church. 
 
Do take a look – it’s available on the homepage of our website,  
or via our YouTube channel or Facebook page. 
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 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 
 
 

I feel the most tremendous joy to be writing this in between school visits, assembly  
planning, and training days – wow! What a difference a year makes! 
 

This time last year, I was still operating from my tiny space at home, writing children’s  
stories and recording them with my puppet friends, Lambsie and Waggsy. Whilst this was  
great fun in its own way, I am grateful not to be talking quite so much to a phone camera, 
and puppets, and much more to real people! 
 

Already this term, I have had the great pleasure of visiting our Infant School, and a group of Year 2’s have visited St John’s. 
I’ve also led a Harvest Assembly and after Half-term, our Junior School Faith Club will begin again! This is very exciting as 
we will be preparing for Christmas, with crafts, stories and games! Please see the flier in the Junior School for more 
information. 
 

I wonder how many of you saw the beautiful artwork displayed in the church over the summer? Look out for some very 
‘Starry’ art that will be coming later this year – it should be stunning! 
 

In addition to my work in schools, we have many opportunities for children and families to join with us……. 
 

Baby and Toddler Group 
We are now happily welcoming new families, babies and toddlers to our Cornerstone Centre, every Wednesday, from 1pm-
3pm. With toys, lots of wriggle room, refreshments, song time, and a chance to meet other families. 
There’s room for you too – we look forward to seeing you there! 
 

JAM (Jesus and Me) 
Our Sunday group is now running again, with Bible stories, craft, singing, games, and lots of fun! Why not come to the 
Cornerstone Centre at 9.50am to register? 
 

We begin by processing our banner through the church, so if we are not in the Cornerstone Hall when you arrive, just wait 
and we’ll be back soon! The service ends at 11am, and is followed by refreshments. Children can be collected then, but 
why not join us for a coffee and biscuits? 
 

SPARK Christingle Service 
I am so very excited to announce that this year, on Sunday 21st November, at 4pm, in the Church,  
we will be holding our first SPARK All Age service since before the pandemic!  This is such a special  
service, and will mark that we are about to enter the season of Advent – getting ready for the birth  
of Jesus.  
 

During this service, every child will be given the opportunity to make their own Christingle, and when 
their candles are all lit, and the lights go down in church, it really is a beautiful way to start this special time of year. 
 

After the service, everyone is invited to share a ‘high tea’ with us in the Cornerstone Centre – so no need to start cooking 
when you get home! I really hope that many of you will join us for this wonderful celebration of light. 
 

Online – ‘5 Minutes with Friends’ 
Join Emma, Lambsie and Waggsy, for a short session with God. Each week, Emma will either read a story, sing a song, or 
teach an action prayer. Released every Friday at 2pm on Facebook, this is something for the younger children, and can be 
watched at your convenience. 
 

Crib Service 
This is very much in the planning stage – but assuming there are no further restrictions, we intend to have two services on 
Christmas Eve (as before the pandemic) – but note that these will be ticketed as we still have distanced seating. This 
should ensure that everyone has a seat and that we are Covid safe. If you have been to previous Crib Services, you will 
know that they tend to be quite busy, so please do get your tickets early – check our website and Facebook page for more 
information nearer to December. 
 

So, you can see that we’re making lots of plans for children & families at your local Parish Church. Please feel free to come 
to anything that suits you – you will be most welcome. The opportunity to make new friends and try something different 
awaits you – and we can’t wait to meet you! 
Emma 
 For more information, please get in touch with Emma Mason, our Children and Families 

Coordinator; email - childrenandfamilies@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
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COVID UPDATE – KEEPING YOU SAFE IN CHURCH 
 

Since the pandemic started, St John’s – in common with all those organising any activity – were subject to frequent detailed 
guidance from the Department of Culture, Media & Sport which detailed what we ‘must’ do and ‘should’ do to keep those 
working and visiting safe. Fortunately - so far as we are aware - nobody has been infected by Covid whilst on the premises 
throughout the pandemic, and of course we hope that continues to be the case during this coming autumn & winter.  
 
During July, the government introduced new guidance that emphasised the importance of ventilating inside spaces, and 
also regularly checking CO2 (carbon dioxide) levels, to ensure that this is effective. Ideally, CO2 levels inside should not be 
much above those outside, and the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) now state typical ‘safe’ levels for any inside venue 
(churches, schools, theatres, shopping centres, etc.). Whilst these levels don’t guarantee that virus aerosols won’t be 
present in the atmosphere, they do indicate that inside spaces are well ventilated, and thus relatively safe. To ensure St 
John’s complies with this guidance, we purchased a CO2 monitor in the summer, and have been testing regularly ever since. 
 

The HSE state:  
‘Outdoor levels are around 400ppm and indoors a consistent CO2 
value less than 800ppm is likely to indicate that a space is well 
ventilated. An average of 1500ppm CO2 concentration over the 
occupied period in a space is an indicator of poor ventilation. You 
should take action to improve ventilation where CO2 readings are 
consistently higher than 1500ppm. However, where there is 
continuous talking or singing, or high levels of physical activity 
(such as dancing, playing sport or exercising), providing 
ventilation sufficient to keep CO2 levels below 800ppm is 
recommended.’ 

 
Although during services talking or singing is not continuous, we’ve adopted the 800ppm as our target level, and so far, (to 
the end of October) we’re measuring levels between 600-700ppm on a Sunday morning. (By way of interest, the level in 
the church without a congregation is typically around 550ppm). The building design helps - we have roof vents, as well as 
windows that open. We’ve also reduced the seating capacity to 160 (down from 280) with large gaps between our rows of 
chairs.  
 
We’ll continue to monitor the CO2 levels at each service and take mitigating steps should these rise above the HSE 
recommendations. 

MUSIC MATTERS 
 

Singing has returned to St John’s! Although our choir have been singing throughout the pandemic (either virtually, or in 
person) it wasn’t until July that government guidance changed and allowed congregations to sing again inside. Initially the 
congregation sang with masks (not popular!) but having carefully checked the air quality (see above), we are now confident 
that the risks associated with singing in St John’s are relatively low, and so masks are no longer required whilst seated and 
when singing. 
 
To celebrate the re-introduction of singing, at the start of September we held a wonderful ‘Songs of Praise’ service, when a 
congregation of 60 sang 10 well-known hymns on a Sunday evening. It was a very happy occasion, and a reminder of how 
singing together in a large group is such a joyful experience. 
 

CHORAL SCHOLARS 
Following generous funding received before the pandemic, we now have vacancies for alto and tenor choral scholars  
(ages 16-25) to sing with our choir,  
 

The grant is worth some £850 per year and includes vocal coaching and musicianship classes, as well as the opportunity for 
solos and to sing in small groups, and (if applicable) prepare for university choral scholarships. 
 

For more information, contact Director of Music, Ian Church (ianchurch@ntlworld.com). 
 

(If you sing soprano or bass and would like to know more about future choral scholar opportunities, please do contact us). 
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SERVICES FOR REMEMBRANCE, ADVENT & 
CHRISTMAS 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

As we approach a particularly busy period in the church 
calendar, here are details of some upcoming services that 
we hope you will join us for. 
 
Please note that many of these do require advance 
booking (no fee) as our overall seating capacity is still 
reduced, to ensure we remain ‘covid-safe’. Further 
details of how to apply for tickets will be posted on our 
website around 2 weeks before each service. Most of 
these services will also be either live-streamed via our 
Facebook page and/or recorded and posted to YouTube. 
 
*Remembrance Sunday (14th November at 10am) – 
following a very small gathering last year, we are looking 
forward to welcoming the uniformed organisations and 
members of the Tri-services estate to a traditional 
Remembrance Sunday service. Whilst there is a limit on 
those who can be accommodated inside for the service, 
there’s no limit on numbers if you just wish to be present 
for the 2 minute silence and wreath laying ceremony 
outside at the War Memorial (meet just before 11am for 
this). 
 
 
 
 
 

Christingle service (Sunday 21st November at 4pm) - see 
p3 for information. 
 

*The Advent Procession (Advent Sunday, 28th 
November at 6.30pm) – our preparations for the 
Christmas season begin with the church in darkness 
before candles are lit with a sequence of seasonal music 
and readings - ‘From darkness to light’. If you’ve 
attended this service previously, you’ll know there’s a 
quiet sense of expectation and the chance to reflect on 
the Advent message – ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’! 
Some say it’s their favourite service of the year; do join us 
if you are able. 
 

*Carols by candlelight (Sunday 19th December at 
6.30pm) – a traditional service including well-known 
readings, congregational carols and music sung by the 
choir. At the time of writing, we expect to serve mulled 
wine and mince pies afterwards (subject to any change in 
guidance). 
 

*Crib services (Christmas Eve at 2.30 & 4.30pm) - see p3 
for information. 
 

*‘Midnight’ Eucharist (Christmas Eve at 11.15pm) – the 
first communion of Christmas; a peaceful and 
atmospheric service to begin our celebration of the birth 
of the Christ-child. 
 

Christmas Morning Family Eucharist (Christmas Day at 
10am) – a service for all the family to enjoy (and no need 
to book). 
 

* To ensure we don’t exceed our current seating capacity, 
these services require tickets (free-of-charge) to be 
booked in advance – see our website for the latest 
information, including how to book. There may be seats 
available ‘on the day’ but these cannot be guaranteed, 
and priority will be given to those who have booked. Our 
website will be regularly updated with the availability of 
seats at each service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the heart of Christmas 
 
The Church of England’s Christmas ‘theme’ for 2021 has recently been 
published.  
 

Inspired by readings from the Gospels of Luke and John read at so many 
Christmas services, At the heart of Christmas is an invitation to everyone to 
discover – or rediscover – the good news of God’s saving love as revealed 
in the birth of Jesus.  
 

It is also a challenge to each of us to ponder in our hearts – as Mary did – 
what the extraordinary events of the first Christmas might mean for us now 
and in the years ahead.  
 

Watch out for the logo, and accompanying written and broadcast material 
from the Church of England, to help you celebrate Christmas 2021. 
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Community Christmas 
Tree Festival

Saturday 4th - Tuesday 7th 
December 2021 

4pm – 8pm 
at 

St John’s Church West Byfleet 

Entry by donation 

Festive refreshments available to purchase 

Performances by local choirs 

Trees decorated by local organisations - 
come and vote for your favourite!

  

WHAT’S ON AT ST JOHN’S 
 
 
 Community Christmas Tree Festival  

 

We’re really excited to be hosting West Byfleet’s first  
Community Christmas Tree Festival in the church this  
December. A variety of local organisations will be decorating 
trees to be displayed for public viewing in the church from 
Saturday 4th - Tuesday 7th December (4-8pm each day). 
Participating organisations include local schools, care 
homes, social groups and churches. 
 

Please do come and wander through the winter wonderland 
that these trees will create. 
 

Festive refreshments will be on sale each evening, together 
with a tombola stall. 
 
Entry is free (donations for church funds will be 
welcomed!) 
 
Please come and support our community groups. You will 
also have the opportunity to vote for your favourite tree 
throughout the Festival, with the winner of your votes being 
announced at 7:30pm on the last evening (Tuesday 7th). 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Community 
Christmas Tree Festival for some festive fun! 
 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page & website for further 
details and updates. 
 

Not all of our groups are back in action yet, but these are now operating, or planning to be back soon: 
 

Choir 
Sings every Sunday, and practices every Wednesday  
during term time 8:30pm – 9.45pm at St John’s. To help develop our singers,  
we also provide individual vocal coaching and musicianship classes. 
Interested? Contact our Director of Music,  
Ian Church (07860 520686/ianchurch@ntlworld.com) for all enquiries  
about the choir or music at St John’s. 
 

Pain Support 
For several years we at St John’s have run Living Well with Pain, a monthly  
support group, meeting in the Dora Honor Room, for those suffering with  
all kinds of pain. We’ve not been able to meet since the start of the Covid  
pandemic but hope to start meetings again in the New Year if there is sufficient  
interest. 
 

If you would like any further information, please contact Fanny Cross  
(fannycross9420@outlook.com or 01932 345415).  
 

Young Adults’ Discussion Group 
An informal group of (mostly) church members that meets socially 
once or twice a month to discuss issues of topical interest. 
 

Contact the Parish Office for more information. 
 

GROUPS AT ST JOHN’S 
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WHAT’S ON IN CORNERSTONE 
 
 
 W

EEKLY CLASSES  

DID YOU KNOW THE CORNERSTONE CENTRE IS 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE? 
 

Meetings, classes, parties and family events, for both local organisations and residents.  With a large hall (perfect for a 
bouncy castle!) as well as a smaller meeting room both available to hire individually or together.   
 

Hire charges are as follows: 
 

Main Hall - includes use of kitchen 
1st May - 30th September weekday - £22.00 per hour 
1st May - 30th September weekends - £24.75 per hour 
1st October - 30th April weekday - £24.75 per hour 
1st October - 30th April weekends - £27.50 per hour 
 

Dora Honor Room - includes use of servery 
1st May - 30th September - £13.75 per hour 
1st October - 30th April - £15.40 per hour 
 

More information can be found on our website www.stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk or contact: 
Cornerstone-bookings@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
 



AUTUMN 2021 | ISSUE 27 SPOTLIGHT  
 

  PAGE 8 

Spotlight on St John’s Church, West Byfleet | Issue 27        www.stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT US 
For all general (non-urgent) enquiries, please contact the 
Parish Office by emailing admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk, 
or phone 01932 342263 (leave a message if the office is 
closed). We’ll respond as soon as possible during             
office  hours – Mon/Wed/Fri, 12-3pm. 

To book either of the Cornerstone halls, please email 
admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk, complete the enquiry 
form on the Cornerstone Bookings tab, or phone the      
Parish Office. 

To contact our Priest-in-charge, Revd Keith Elford, who 
works for St John’s on Mon/Tues/Sat am/Sun, email 
keith@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk, and for urgent enquiries, 
please phone 07771 920976. 

For urgent enquiries outside of these times, please contact 
either of our Churchwardens: Jen Blamey (07712 701149) or 
Ian Church (07860 520686). 

For prayer requests, please contact Geoff Jones, Pastoral 
Assistant (01932 851830). 

WORSHIP @ ST JOHN’S 
 

We have now returned to our usual pattern of services, and 
children (noisy or quiet!) are welcome at all of our worship: 
 

8am -  Holy Communion (said) 
A reflective and quiet service of Holy Communion held in 
the Memorial Chapel. Readings follow the Anglican 
lectionary, and the service includes a short homily before 
receiving communion. 
 

10am - Parish Eucharist (Family Eucharist on the 2nd Sunday) 
The main service of the week, lasting around an hour. We 
gather as a church to hear God’s word and celebrate 
communion, receiving Christ in bread and wine. The choir 
leads our music with plenty of opportunity for the 
congregation to join in with hymns to worship God. A 
sermon is given to help explain the readings and guide 
what God may be saying to us. Prayers are offered for the 
community and wider world. After the service, 
refreshments are available in the Church Hall as we 
continue our fellowship more informally. 
On the second Sunday, the service is shorter and suitable 
for parents and children to worship together, in church. 
 

6.30pm - Evening services 
On the first Sunday of every month, we meet for worship 
from a variety of styles - including Choral Evensong, Sung 
Evensong, Compline, Taize and Songs of Praise. Check the 
website for dates/more information. 
 

Mondays - 9.30am Morning Prayer 
A quiet service based around the Church of England’s 
‘Daily Prayer’. This takes place in the Prayer Area or 
Memorial Chapel, and usually lasts around 25 minutes. 
 

Wednesdays - 10am Holy Communion  
A reflective and quiet service of Holy Communion; 
readings follow the Anglican lectionary, and the service 
includes a short homily before receiving communion.  
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook! Come and give us a                       
for all the latest updates on services, events + more. 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

November 2021 
Sun 14th   *Remembrance Sunday Service at 10am; 
                   outside at the War Memorial at 11am 
Sun 21st     Christingle Service at 4pm 
Sun 28th    *Advent Procession at 6:30pm 
December 2021 
Sat 4th       Christmas Tree Festival 4-8pm 
Sun 5th      Christmas Tree Festival 4-8pm 
Mon 6th    Christmas Tree Festival 4-8pm 
Tues 7th    Christmas Tree Festival 4-8pm 
Sat 11th    Genesis Chorale Christmas Concert at 7:30pm 
Thurs 16th Lodge Brothers Carol Service at 6pm 
Sun 19th    *Carol Service at 6.30pm,  
                   followed by mulled wine & mince pies 
Fri 24th      *Crib Services at 2pm & 4pm 
                  *Midnight Eucharist at 11:15pm 
Sat 25th     Christmas Morning Family Eucharist at 10am 
January 2022 
Thurs 6th   Epiphany Eucharist at 7.30pm 
* these services require free-of-charge tickets from the 
Parish Office; email admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
or phone 01932 342263 

 
 
 


