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         SPOTLIGHT ON ST JOHN’S 
HELLO FROM SPOTLIGHT!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 

Welcome to our late Spring issue of 
Spotlight - the magazine from the 
Anglican Parish Church of St John the 
Baptist, which (in normal times) is 
distributed every March, May, September 
& December throughout West Byfleet. 
 

It’s been over a year since our last issue, 
but we hope that with the gradual easing 
of the recent lockdown, we’ll now be back 
to our regular schedule. 
 

This issue is timed to coincide with 
Christian Aid Week (10th -16th May), and 
we include a feature on one of their 
current campaigns – to provide a regular 
water supply to rural communities in 
Kenya. 
 

We introduce the Revd Keith Elford - our 
recently arrived Interim Priest-in-charge, 
and include the latest news on our work 
with Children & Families. Some readers 
may remember Revd Alan Elkins - Vicar of 
West Byfleet from 2013-2014 - who died 
recently; a lovely obituary (pg6) has been 
written by Anthony Hopkins who served 
as Churchwarden during Alan’s 
incumbency. 
 

We hope you enjoy reading our news, and 
- if you have any comments or suggestions 
- do please contact the editor (Vicky 
Peppiatt) by email: 
publicity@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 

WELCOME TO ST JOHN’S 
Despite the pandemic, St John’s has been open as often as possible during the last 
year for services, but to maintain the building as ‘covid-secure’ we unfortunately 
can’t open for general visiting at the moment. However, you can see photos of the 
inside of the building on our new website, and also in the many online services 
now available on YouTube. 
 

The church is currently open for services on Sunday morning at 10am, Wednesday 
at 10am, and also on Thursday morning for private prayer from 10am – 12 noon. 
Except for major festivals, no booking is required, as we can safely accommodate 
a ‘normal’ Sunday morning congregation. The measures taken to ensure the 
building is ‘covid-secure’ include socially distanced seating; wider aisles and more 
space between each row of chairs; the requirement to wear masks; hands 
sanitised on entry, exit and before receiving communion (bread only for the 
moment); a one-way system of movement; shorter services; increased ventilation 
(we’ve opened the roof vents); and no congregational singing. We request you to 
register your phone number on entry to help with contact tracing.  
 

With all these measures in place, the building ‘feels’ safe, and as far as we know, 
through the whole of the pandemic there have been no incidents of spreading the 
virus during a church service at St John’s.  
 

The church grounds have been open throughout the pandemic, and in fine 
weather, this remains a relaxing space, with several benches located around the 
building (choose between shade or sun), and also picnic tables - which visitors are 
welcome to use.  
 
As soon as possible, the church will be open to visitors during the day – look out 
for updates on the website and Facebook. 
 

Easter Flowers at St John’s 

OUR NEW LOOK! 
Readers familiar with Spotlight may have noticed some changes to its appearance. During lockdown, the St John’s website was 
completely rewritten and redesigned, and the ‘new look’ of the website has been carried over to Spotlight - colours, fonts and 
layout are all different. The changes also allow us to include more content, and in the coming months - as life returns to normal - 
many of our activities and events will return. We look forward to telling you about them in future issues, so watch this space! 

WE ARE COVID 
SEURE! 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR INTERIM  
PRIEST-IN-CHARGE  
 
Allow me to introduce myself. I am Keith Elford and I have been appointed as the interim  
Priest-in- charge of St John the Baptist Church in West Byfleet. I have been in post since  
the beginning of February and I am delighted to be here. It’s a slightly unusual arrangement. 
 I am part-time and the appointment is not expected to last for more than a year. The  
diocese asked me to help out when my predecessor, Chris Hollingshurst, left to take up a post  
as a Canon of Guildford Cathedral. With the pandemic in full flow it wasn’t a good time to  
find a long term replacement. Chris had suffered periods of ill-health and as a result St John’s 
resources had become somewhat stretched. Bringing me in for a period seemed the best way  
of helping St John’s over a difficult transition. The upshot is that I currently combine being the  
parish priest in West Byfleet with teaching at Sarum College (a theological college in Salisbury)  
and management consultancy. And it is great to be able to report both that Chris has moved  
into such a terrific new role and that there have been many positive developments at St John’s. 
 It’s strange starting in a parish when the church services are on hold and everything is being done online! But despite this the last 
three months have been a creative time. Firstly, our online services and other videos have attracted (perhaps surprisingly) large 
audiences. If you haven’t been aware of them you might check them out on Facebook or You Tube. Currently we post short 
“thought and prayer for the day” videos on Wednesdays and Fridays. We returned to holding live services on Palm Sunday and 
offer a Covid-safe communion service every Sunday at 10.00am. But if you would rather not attend church in person we offer a 
video recording of our Sunday service each week, again on Facebook and You Tube. Our Children and Families Coordinator, Emma 
Mason, produces weekly videos for both younger and junior aged children. These need to be seen to be believed. They are brilliant 
productions and Emma is beating us all for views. They are inventive, watchable and innovative videos which children and families 
will enjoy – so don’t miss them! Elsewhere in this edition of Spotlight you will find an indication of what our work with children and 
families might look like in the near future. We have also continued to support a number of individuals during a period of anxiety 
and isolation. 
 

Of course the last year has been a difficult time for all of us, and for some, a devastating experience. It has been a testing period for 
the church, our Sunday congregation, our schools, other organisations we relate to and all those who are part of the larger 
community of West Byfleet. Many of us are glad just to be here and in one piece as we emerge from Covid (we hope!). And we feel 
like that too at St John’s. Just holding regular services again feels like a big step. But we are also thinking about the future. Over the 
next few months we will be developing a vision that will, we hope, enable the church to work with individuals and groups across 
the local community to help West Byfleet get back up to full speed as it comes out of this trying period. Our job is to witness to 
God’s love for all the people of this locality. We do that through worship which brings us close to God every week. We do it through 
pastoral care which is available for all those in the community who welcome it. And we do it by working with others to make this 
village a place in which everyone can flourish. If we can help you, or work with you, please do get in touch. Oh, and you might feel 
that church services are rather alien and not for you. But you could give them a try. You might be surprised. 
 

With very best wishes 
 

Keith Elford  
(keith@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

 
                                              This photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC-BY-SA 

Picnic and Auction! 
1pm, Saturday 24th July 

Cornerstone Centre, St John’s Church 
Bring your own picnic, items for auction by donation 

(Proceeds in aid of church funds) 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 



SPRING 2021 | ISSUE 26 SPOTLIGHT  
 

  PAGE 3 

Spotlight on St John’s Church, West Byfleet | Issue 26        www.stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 

 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 
  

Well, despite COVID restrictions, the answer is that quite a lot has been 
happening!  Before the first lockdown, we had just begun a new Under 5’s group 
on Friday afternoons, called Sparklers.  It was so lovely to have met with several 
families during those 6 sessions, and we didn’t want to stop the sessions 
altogether, so Emma took them online!  Every Friday at 2pm, there is a new 
episode of Sparklers@Home on our St John’s Facebook page, with an original 
rhyming Bible story, puppet fun with Lambsie and Waggsy, and action songs and 
prayers.  Sometimes Emma leads a quieter ‘Bedtime Bible Story’ session too.  We 
have been continuing this every week since March 2020, so if you want to catch 
up, there are several episodes stored on our Facebook page, free to watch, at any 
time – we hope you enjoy them! 

LAMBSIE 

WAGGSY 

PERCY 
Have you added your pebble prayers to Percy’s Easter 
Garden? 
Last October we introduced Percy the pebble prayer snake to 
the community via Facebook and through our local schools.  
Percy, was a snake with no body, and needed your pebbles, 
beautifully painted, to help him grow.  My goodness, he 
certainly grew!  With help from West Byfleet Infant School, 
his pebble body ‘snaked’ around the church building, and the 
community were invited to lay a prayer pebble whenever 
they liked. At Easter, Percy was transformed into a beautiful, 
pebbly Easter Garden.  The story of how Percy transformed, 
and the actual Easter Garden are still in situ. If you haven’t 
seen it, why not pop down to the front of St John’s, and take a 
look? 
  
Percy would still love to grow more – do you have a pebble you could 
paint and add to his garden? 

From this….                               To this! 
 

JAM (JESUS AND ME!) 
This group normally meets during the Sunday morning 
church service, at 10am, in The Cornerstone Centre.  We have 
so much fun, learning about Bible stories, singing, making 
craft, and playing games.   
Sadly, we cannot meet at the moment, but we sent some 
activity bags to these children to complete during Lent (the 
time leading up to Easter).  Thanks for the pictures – it looks 
like you did have lots of fun!  

WE WOULD LOVE YOU TO JOIN US! 
We plan to reopen fully as soon as we can, with Sunday morning children’s groups, Sparklers on a Friday afternoon, Toddler 
Group on Wednesday afternoons, a Family Eucharist on the second Sunday of every month.  And we are hoping to introduce a 
NEW termly Sunday afternoon Family Service, with afternoon tea, so watch this space! There really is so much to look forward to. 
 

If you would like to know more about joining in with any of the groups, please email me at: 
 
childrenandfamilies@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
 
I can’t wait to meet you all! 
 
Emma Mason 
 

Children and Families Coordinator 
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St John’s is supporting Christian Aid Week 2021; 
will you help? 

 
 
Here’s a message from Christian Aid about this year’s 
campaign… 
 
With every gift, with every voice, with every prayer, with every 
action, we stop this climate crisis. 
 

Our planet is changing, but some people are feeling the effects 
of this more than others. Weather extremes are now more 
frequent and more intense due to the climate crisis and one 
place that has experienced this is Kenya.   
 

In parts of Kenya in 2020, drought was followed by relentless 
rainfall and flooding, which damaged crops that had struggled 
to grow. Together, the climate chaos and coronavirus are a 
double threat to lives and livelihoods. 
 
Climate chaos is causing a hunger crisis 
 

In Kitui, eastern Kenya, 8 out of 10 people depend on rain to 
grow crops. Without water, staple crops like maize and beans 
wither up and die. People can’t earn a living and they go 
hungry. 
 

People are forced to walk further and further to collect water. 
This daily burden robs them of the chance to farm and grow 
food for their families. Elderly women and children are 
especially vulnerable on these dangerous journeys and can 
face robbery or conflict as people battle over scarce resources. 
Cows, sheep and goats are becoming weaker and weaker. 
They can’t produce milk or be sold. People are struggling to 
cope. Lives are at risk. Families need every last drop to survive 
this climate chaos. 
 

Christian Aid has been working in Kenya since 1997. One of our 
long-standing partners in Kenya is Anglican Development 
Services – Eastern (ADSE). Christian Aid and ADSE are working 
together with communities in Kitui county to help them to 
adapt to drought as well as flooding, as climate chaos robs 
people of control over their lives. 
 

ADSE helps communities build earth and sand dams, and rock 
catchments, so they can harvest water near their homes. Dams 
are simple and cost-effective natural storage solutions. They 
catch the rain when it falls, increase the amount of stored 
water available to communities, defend against intense rain 
and flooding, and free women and girls from making long and 
dangerous journeys to collect water. 
 

Meet Rose: a loving, hard-working grandmother  
One woman who is experiencing the worst of the climate 
crisis is Rose. A grandmother, Rose is an experienced village 
leader. She is proud to be able to cover the costs of her 
grandchildren’s education by working as a casual labourer.  
 

 
 
After her husband died in 2006, Rose began to feel ill. She 
went to hospital and was diagnosed with HIV. She says: ‘My 
faith has helped me to accept my status and I believe that, 
with the doctor’s advice, I will live a long life.’ The medication 
Rose takes requires her to eat a balanced diet, but because of 
the long journeys to get water, she can’t farm the vegetables 
she needs and she goes hungry.  
In this desperate climate chaos, Rose battles to bring water 
home for her grandchildren. Every morning, after nothing to 
eat, she sets out on a long, dangerous journey, walking six 
hours to collect water.  
 

While she walks, her stomach gives her stabbing pains. She 
feels weary under the hot sun and the full jerry cans are 
heavy (40 litres of water weigh 40kg). Her aching legs walk 
on, because if she gives up, her grandchildren will suffer 
hunger and thirst. ‘We have to walk long distances. We are 
suffering,’ she says. 
 

Rose needs every last drop to survive the climate chaos 
 

Rose remembers her childhood when the rain was reliable 
and there was plenty of food. She wishes her grandchildren 
could have the same lives; instead, she hopes that her 
sacrifices will give them the chance of a better future. But the 
climate crisis is driving her to the brink. When she arrives 
home, exhausted, her grandson Charles cooks her a meagre 
bowl of porridge – but he knows she is still hungry.  
 

But it shouldn’t have to reach this breaking point.  
 

There is a nearby earth dam just minutes away from Rose’s 
home. It should be a lifeline. But it’s not wide or deep enough 
for everyone’s needs. It runs out of water too quickly.  
 

Rose and her community need a bigger dam, to help them 
capture the rainfall and create a long-lasting source of water 
for their families. 
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A song of hope and power 
What happens when the search for water does not consume 
people’s lives? What happened when people have the water 
they need to thrive?  
We can find out by meeting Florence: a woman who has 
transformed her life with access to a dam full of water.  
 

Florence is a soulful, joyful woman: full of life, love and 
laughter. The women in her farming group look up to her. 
She’s courageous and kind – a survivor.  
 

A few years ago, her husband died, leaving her a widow. At 
that time, she had no water to grow crops. Her children were 
hungry. Like Rose does now, she had to walk for hours to 
collect water. ‘Life was miserable,’ she told us.  
 

Florence could easily have been defeated. But she is a fighter. 
With help from Christian Aid’s local partner, Florence and her 
community were able to build a dam together, just 30 
minutes from her house. 

 
 
Using water from the dam, Florence grows tomatoes, onions 
and chillies on her farm. Her children can eat healthy, 
nutritious vegetables, and she has enough left to sell. It’s her 
source of life and joy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Florence also uses the dam to keep bees: the microclimate of 
plants growing around the dam means the bees don’t need 
to search long distances for nectar. She sells the rich, golden 
honey at the market.  
 

She says: ‘I have been sustained by the earth dam. My life has 
changed. I am very happy. You can see it in my face: my face 
is shining. I have strength and power.’ 
 

 
 
Blessings for all in need 
You can see Florence’s strength and power as she hauls heavy 
buckets to water her crops. You can see her strength and 
power as she sings to encourage the women with whom she 
farms. You can see her strength and power as she takes 
climate justice into her own hands.  
 

Florence is a generous woman of faith. She knows others are 
struggling to cope without a reliable water source, and 
wishes the same blessings she has received will be granted to 
them: ‘There is a village nearby – they don’t have an earth 
dam. They are suffering. I am thankful to people who have 
donated to build this earth dam. I am praying God will 
increase their giving.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS CHRISTIAN AID WEEK, WILL YOU STAND WITH PEOPLE 
LIKE ROSE AND FLORENCE? 
 
 
 

Please donate this Christian Aid Week (10-16 May). Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, providing a regular and 
reliable source of water in affected areas of Kenya.  Your prayers help as well. 
 

• £4.40 could teach 10 farmers how to plant drought-tolerant crops that can survive the drought. 
• £10 could buy a pair of taps at a water point which will be installed at an earth dam, making it easier for people to fetch water. 
• £42 could buy 350kg of cement, which is needed to build an earth dam. 
• £545 could pay for a skilled labourer to work on the construction of an earth or sand dam. 
 

Every pound raised, every prayer said, and every action taken, are expressions of our Christian love and compassion, of our belief 
that all life is equal and precious in the sight of God. Together, we stop this climate crisis, and give brave, hard-working women 
like Rose the chance to thrive.  
 

You can also join us as we call on the UK Prime Minister to lead the world with ambitious climate action that will also address 
inequality. Also, pray with us for a radical change of heart for politicians, and that as a global community we will care for our 
common home and for people living in poverty. We can all be part of the solution. All we need is courage and determination. 
 

Stand together with us to fight this climate crisis. Join us this Christian Aid Week. Donate at caweek.org 
 

How to support Christian Aid Week: 
 

1. Add your donation to the envelope included with this magazine and return to St John’s –  
either during our morning service on Sunday 16th May (starts 10am),  
or to the Parish Office by Wednesday 19th May (the office is open Mon/Wed/Fri between 12 noon – 3pm). 
 

2. Donate online at www.caweek.org  
 

3. Donate online at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjohnswestbyfleet  
 

4. Use the QR code, and donate at Just Giving 
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  REVD ALAN ELKINS  
VICAR OF ST JOHN’S, 2003 - 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alan & Joy on their retirement from St John’s, April 2014 

 

On 20th April it was with great sadness we had news that Alan had peacefully slipped away from this life earlier that morning, 
after facing up to an incurable cancer for many months. Our heartfelt condolences go to his wife Joy and their two children, 
Jonathan and Hilary.  
 

All of us in West Byfleet had the great privilege and good fortune to have Alan as Vicar of our parish church for over 11 years, 
supported by Joy. Alan became known for his humour, welcoming presence and enthusiasms. Alan and Joy were treasured by all 
through their ministry both to church members and to people of all ages in our wider community, particularly in schools, Byfleet 
United Charities and establishments such as Stoop Court and Oakcroft Nursing Home. Many encountered them through their 
pastoral care and the big events of life such as baptisms, weddings and funerals, as well as celebrations surrounding Christmas, 
Easter and other great events each year such as Remembrance Sunday. Alan and Joy fostered warm ecumenical links with nearby 
churches too. 
 

Alan and Joy came to us from Corfe Mullen in Dorset where Alan was Vicar for 11 years. Astonishingly under his leadership a fine 
new church and parish centre were built in the centre of the newer area of Corfe Mullen, besides a burgeoning congregation. Alan 
was installed at West Byfleet on 13 March 2003 and Joy was licensed to work in our parish. Alan’s aim was to ‘enable all the people 
to use their gifts and to build and strengthen the worshipping community’. He embarked on a programme of development and 
transformation, starting with a couple of skips, which we helped fill with useless clutter. One parishioner emerged from the tower 
looking as if he was coming off shift from a coal mine. 
 

Reforms began, encouraging us all to have a ministry. Alan became editor of our Parish Magazine, making clear inside the front 
cover that The Ministry was primarily the responsibility of The Whole Congregation, secondarily of The Pastoral Assistants and 
lastly of The Parish Priests. The magazine was refocused to engage people of all ages, regular worshippers or not. 
 

Above all our church was to be a place of welcome, with a welcome by the congregation within a building that was welcoming. 
Alan often encouraged us to go into the Cornerstone Centre after worship and speak to two people we didn’t know. He’d urge us to 
look outwards as a church.  
 

People at any stage of faith - or none - had chances to explore the good news of Jesus Christ. Alan sometimes challenged us to 
explain to someone why we were Christians in 30 seconds as their train was about to depart. We benefitted in Lent when members 
of our congregation were invited to share their faith journeys, in place of a sermon. Our Wednesday congregation grew too. The 
homily often turned into a lively debate with those present about God’s Word. Attendance at all services gradually increased, 
especially families and children, many being attracted into the choir and into serving. Suddenly we had lady servers too! Alan and 
Joy continued the small youth group at the Vicarage on Sunday evenings, for which we were grateful. They both had a keen 
interest in all and each one of us and fostered our ministries and vocations. Some went on to train for ministry. 
 

Alan worked through our Parochial Church Council (PCC), even if change was painful at times. He and Joy led us on several PCC 
Away Days, to discern the way forward. Fuelled by jam doughnuts and coffee, creative blue-sky thinking emerged which helped 
guide us ahead with our ministry and mission; also, with plans for reordering in our church building to make it more welcoming, 
such as new seating in the Nave, installing a Dais, new Nave Altar and other liturgical furniture, besides transforming the 
Transepts, one into a prayer corner, the other into a children’s corner. Both Vestries were refitted too.  
Most years Alan and Joy escaped to the Scottish isles to indulge their passion for walking and bird watching. When retirement was 
due, they stayed on to lead us through our Centenary Year celebrations. Alan knew more about our church building than anyone, 
keenly aware of the brilliance of Caroe’s design. That year he led groups around the church, especially up the Tower – now no 
longer reminiscent of a coal mine!  
 

On 29 April 2014, we celebrated Alan and Joy’s departure, an occasion of pleasure but tinged with sadness. Soon after they moved 
to Fakenham in Norfolk, with plans to indulge their hobbies. Alan was an expert at wood turning.  But his talents were recognised 
again. Despite retirement he proved to be a peacemaker in the role of Area Dean. 
 

Alan will be missed by many people whose lives he touched. May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

Contributed by Anthony Hopkins 
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SINGING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC 
 
 
 
We all remember March 2020, and the shock of most things 
stopping, or certainly being very different. Church doors were 
closed, and worship moved online.  
 

As lockdown approached, the Ministry Team at St John’s 
decided to produce weekly audio services, streamed initially on 
Soundcloud. The services would be shorter than usual but 
include familiar voices from the church community – including 
the clergy, bible readings from members of the congregation, 
and music sung by the choir. And being audio only, we could 
also produce CD’s for those without internet access.  
 

Recording individual spoken voices of those leading the service 
was relatively straightforward, but recording multiple voices to 
produce hymns or anthems - all in their own homes – was more 
challenging!  
 

Before the first lockdown started, the choir had managed to 
meet together (socially distanced) and produce sufficient music 
for just two services. This experience itself was strange – but at 
least everybody was together in one place and could hear the 
organ and other singers.  
 

But for the Sundays that followed – all the way through to the 
end of August 2020 – the music had to be produced virtually.  
 

Every week through lockdown, backing tracks were recorded – 
usually for 2 or 3 items each service. Each track included an 
organ accompaniment and continuous metronome ‘click’ (see 
below) to ensure everybody sang at the same tempo. A regular 
routine was established – the tracks were sent out on a 
Monday, with the resulting recordings being returned a couple 
of days later. These were then edited together, and an organ or 
piano accompaniment (without the clicks!) added as the final 
step. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some singers found the process really challenging. Singing in a 
bedroom, or living room was, after all, quite different from 
singing in the beautiful acoustic of St John’s. No resonance. No 
encouragement from other singers. Hearing one’s own voice 
when listening back on the recording (and not liking it!). 
Worrying about neighbours. Trying to get the technology to 
work. Here’s some comments… 
 

 
 

Few of the singers really enjoyed the experience of recording 
at home each week, but everybody was happy to contribute, 
and the comments and notes of appreciation from those 
listening certainly made it all worthwhile.  
 

By contrast, the joy expressed when singers could meet and 
rehearse together (at the end of August) was incredible. 
Those that had found the virtual process most difficult were 
overjoyed at singing together in the church building – where 
even one or two voices echoing around sounds so much 
better than singing at home. Though what was different now 
was the need for big gaps between singers both rehearsing 
and in the choirstalls for services. 
 

 
Socially distanced choir rehearsal in the Nave, Autumn 2020 
 
Since then of course we’ve experienced further lockdowns – 
with more virtual recordings, but also this last time the 
opportunity to record a small group of singers in church, 
albeit with video as well now! 
 

Now once again back in church we’re currently limited to 10 
singers for services, and look forward to the day when all the 
choir can sing again together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Vacancy for Tenor Choral Scholar (age range 16-24) 

If you – or someone you know – sings tenor, and would like 
to join a flourishing SATB choir that sings in public every 
week, please contact us. We already have 3 choral scholars 
(SAB), and are looking to complete the quartet! The position 
includes funding for tuition in vocal coaching and 
musicianship. More info from Director of Music, Ian Church,  
email -  ianchurch@ntlworld.com. 
 

Nothing like singing 
together in church 

Very isolating The dog sang 
along! 

This week I had to record in the 
car as everybody was making 
too much noise in the house! 

My daughter and I usually 
got the giggles and had to 

re-record several times! 
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CONTACT US 
For all general (non-urgent) enquiries, please contact Vicky at 
the Parish Office - email admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk,  
or phone 01932 342263 (leave a message if the office is closed). 
We’ll respond as soon as possible during office hours – 
Mon/Wed/Fri, 12-3pm. 
 

To contact our Priest-in-charge, Revd Keith Elford, who works for 
St John’s on Mon/Tues/Sat am/Sun, email 
keith@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk, and for urgent enquiries,  
please phone 07771 920976.  
 

For urgent enquiries outside of these times, please contact our 
Churchwardens – phone numbers available on the website: 
www.stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk/contact-us. 
 

Our Pastoral Assistants are trained to deal with specific 
issues and life events and can be contacted as follows: 
Fanny Cross - 01932 345415  (General assistance and Broadoaks 
Estate) 
Anthony Hopkins - 01932 349995  (Communion for the 
housebound) 
Geoff Jones - 01932 851830 (Baptisms) 
 
 

WORSHIP @ ST JOHN’S 
The church has now re-opened for services on Sunday at 10am 
(Parish Eucharist with music from the choir), and Wednesdays 
at 10am (said Holy Communion). In line with national 
guidance, these services are shorter than usual, and (for the 
moment) refreshments are not available afterwards. However, 
a flourishing 'zoom coffee' group has been formed - this meets 
at 11.45am each Sunday to share conversation; joining details 
available in the weekly notices. On Mondays an online service 
of Morning Prayer is offered at 9am (joining details in the 
weekly notice sheet). The church is also open for private prayer 
on Thursday mornings, 10am – 12 noon. As soon as restrictions 
allow, we plan to return to the full pattern of services described 
below – look out for updates on the website & Facebook. 
 

8am – Holy Communion (said) 
A reflective and quiet service of Holy Communion held in the 
Memorial Chapel.  
 

10am - Parish Eucharist (Family Eucharist on the 2nd Sunday) 
The main service of the week; we gather as a church to hear 
God’s word and celebrate communion, receiving Christ in bread 
and wine. Refreshments afterwards. 
 

Children (noisy or quiet!) are welcome at all of our services. 
 

6.30pm Evening services 
On the first Sunday of every month, we meet for worship from a 
variety of styles - including Choral Evensong, Sung Evensong, 
Compline, Taize and Songs of Praise.  
 

Wednesdays - 10am Holy Communion  
A quiet and reflective service, usually in the Memorial Chapel at 
St John’s, with a chance to chat together over refreshments. 
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook! Come and give us a                       
for all the latest updates on services, events + more. 

THE CORNERSTONE 
CENTRE 
Did you know our Cornerstone Centre is 
available for hire? 
 

Meetings, parties and family events, for both local 
organisations and residents.  With a large hall (perfect 
for  a bouncy castle!) as well as a smaller meeting room 
both available to hire individually or together.   
 

Hire charges are as follows: 
 

Main Hall - includes use of kitchen 
1st May - 30th September weekday - £22.00 per hour 
1st May - 30th September weekends - £24.75 per hour 
1st October - 30th April weekday - £24.75 per hour 
1st October - 30th April weekends - £27.50 per hour 
 

Dora Honor Room - includes use of servery 
1st May - 30th September - £13.75 per hour 
1st October - 30th April - £15.40 per hour 
 

More information can be found on our website 
www.stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk or contact: 
Cornerstone-bookings@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
 

NB – some covid related restrictions are currently in 
place, which may affect activities and/or numbers 
attending 


