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         SPOTLIGHT ON ST JOHN’S 
HELLO FROM SPOTLIGHT!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St John’s in the spring 

Spring is on the way! This issue is shorter than 
usual, but includes all of our current news and 
upcoming events. We hope you enjoy reading 
about St John’s, and - if you have any 
comments or suggestions - do please contact 
the editor (Vicky Peppiatt) by email: 
publicity@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 

WELCOME TO ST JOHN’S 
If you are new to the area, or don’t know the church, please do take a look inside St John’s 
- we are located between Parvis Road and Camphill Road (or look for the tall spire).  The 
Church was built in 1912 and has a lovely peaceful feel - a place to escape the hurly-burly 
of life today, even if only for a few moments.  St John’s is usually open every day to visitors 
from 9.30am-3pm; and whatever the reason for your visit, you will be very welcome.  You 
can just wander round; or sit and reflect (we have comfortable seating!); or stay a while in 
the Prayer Area (to the right, halfway along the building).  Opposite the Prayer Area, on 
the left-hand side, is the Children’s Space - with a table for drawing, and some 
toys/activities that are available to all young people at any time of the day.  You may also 
on occasion hear the organ being played, either for practice or during a lesson.  Outside 
the church itself, there are several benches located around the building (choose between 
shade or sun), and also picnic tables - which visitors are welcome to use.  Do come and 
visit soon! 

Daffodils outside St John’s 

MOTHERING 
SUNDAY 22ND 
MARCH 
Start this special day by coming to an act of 
worship at 10am, for everyone in the 
community, as we give thanks and remember 
all of the amazing women in our lives. This 
service is ecumenical, and suitable for all ages, 
with refreshments afterwards. A short service 
of (said) Holy Communion follows the main 
service. 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER AT  
ST JOHN’S 
Having just started our Lenten journey, Easter seems some way off! But in no time at all, 
we arrive at Palm Sunday (5th April), Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and finally Easter Day 
on 12th April - the most important day in the Christian calendar. Our services on Palm 
Sunday morning include a procession outside the church before the traditional passion 
gospel reading. On Palm Sunday evening, we combine forces with our neighbouring 
churches in a special service which features the music of Faure’s Requiem interspersed 
with seasonal readings and prayers. Maundy Thursday includes the recreation of the last 
supper, with foot washing and communion, followed by the stripping of the altar and the 
closing of the Reredos doors. On Good Friday morning, we again join with local Christians 
on a walk of witness from Our Lady Catholic Church (10am) through West Byfleet and 
ending at St John’s around 30 minutes later for a short service, followed by hot cross 
buns! Easter Day starts early at Newark Priory (6am) to meet with neighbouring Christians 
to celebrate the resurrection. Services at St John’s continue at 8am, with our main 
celebration of Easter at 10am, including fanfares, traditional hymns and communion. Full 
details of timings in the diary on the back page - everybody is welcome to join us! 
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A MESSAGE FOR LENT 
FROM THE REVD JEAN 
ROBINSON 
The beginning of Lent is often a time associated with giving 
something up, a time of self-denial. Of course, acts of self-discipline 
have their place, but if that is all we see about the season then we 
are missing something important about these weeks before Easter. 
Lent should be more a time of TAKING something up. For at their 
heart, these weeks of Lent call us to give time to God, setting aside 
this time leading to that greatest of Christian celebrations, and 
seeking to make it special in terms of our relationship with God. And 
all this, not as an end in itself, but with a view to committing 
ourselves more faithfully to our call to be Christ’s disciples. 
As we journey with Jesus through Lent to the cross and beyond, we 
do so praying that we might walk more closely and faithfully with 
him now and through the rest of the year, to become more aware of 
his continuing presence with us. 
Lent is a time for taking stock of where we are as disciples. Like 
spring cleaning, we can see what needs to be cleared away and what 
needs to be repaired or re-thought. 
Through the weeks of Lent, we reflect on how Jesus consecrated his 
life to the Father, both through the 40 days and nights in the 
wilderness, and onward to the cross. In turn we can reflect on how 
we might commit ourselves to loving and joyful discipleship. 
As we look once more toward the cross, we come face to face with 
all that Christ has done for us. 
Lent is a good time to consider again our response: What can 
we do for him?! 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES  
AT ST JOHN’S 
 
 
 
 

Each month our Children & Families team hold our All Age Service 
SPARK! Usually held on the 2nd Sunday of each month. A service 
intended for children and their families, as well people at all stages 
of their faith journey. This is a more relaxed service and we aim to 
make it engaging, as well as involving the younger members of our 
congregation. 
 
Alongside our All Age services, our children’s Sunday group now 
takes place at 10am, in The Cornerstone Centre, on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays in the month (term time). This group is for 4yrs upwards, 
and will be an hour of Bible based fun, provided by our team! With 
craft, singing, stories, games and (occasionally) puppets! Just bring 
your children along and collect them at 11am (consent forms will 
be provided at the first session they attend). 
 

Some of the younger members of our congregation joining in at 
our Christingle Service 

Our NEW under 5’s group SPARKLERS launched last month, 
and we have had the pleasure of welcoming many local 
families into the church. 
 
The group runs every Friday during term time, a Bible based 
singing, movement and story time session (with 
refreshments served afterwards) and we have been having 
great fun so far! Do please come and join us. 
 
For more information about what St John’s offers for children 
and families, please contact Emma, at: 
childrenandfamilies@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 

NEW UNDER 5’S 
GROUP - SPARKLERS 
 
 
 
 



SPRING 2020 | ISSUE 25 SPOTLIGHT  
 

  PAGE 3 

Spotlight on St John’s Church, West Byfleet | Issue 25        www.stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
 

  

GROUPS AT ST JOHN’S 
Pilgrim 
Our teaching programme runs in the autumn and spring terms on 
Tuesday evening/Wednesday morning/Thursday evening.  
Contact admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
 
New Horizons 
An over 50’s group; meets monthly on Monday afternoons 
for activities, discussions and refreshments 
Contact the Parish Office 01932 342263 
 
Pain Support 
A monthly group for those living with chronic pain. 
Contact Fanny Cross 01932 345415 
 
Wit Knits 
Meets weekly to produce knitted soft toys and raise funds 
for West Byfleet Health Centre. No experience necessary! 
Contact Janet Hodges 01932 402525   
 
Adult Choir 
Meets every Wednesday during term time 8:15pm - 10pm at St 
John’s  
Please contact our Director of Music, Ian Church (07860 520686 / 
ianchurch@ntlworld.com) for all enquiries about the choir or music 
at St John’s. 

THE CORNERSTONE 
CENTRE 
Did you know our Cornerstone Centre is 
available for hire? 
 
Meetings, parties and family events, for both local 
organisations and residents.  With a large hall (perfect for  
a bouncy castle!) as well as a smaller meeting room both 
available to hire individually or together.   
 
Hire charges are as follows: 
 
Main Hall - includes use of kitchen 
1st May - 30th September weekday - £20.00 per hour 
1st May - 30th September weekends - £22.50 per hour 
1st October - 30th April weekday - £22.50 per hour 
1st October - 30th April weekends - £25.00 per hour 
 
 
Dora Honor Room - includes use of servery 
1st May - 30th September - £12.50 per hour 
1st October - 30th April - £14.00 per hour 
 

More information can be found on our website 
www.stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk or contact: 
Cornerstone-bookings@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 

Find us on Facebook! Come and give us a                      for all the latest 
updates on services, events + more. 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 2020 
March 
Sunday 8th 

 
 
Sunday 22nd 
 

April 
Saturday 4th 
 
Sunday 5th  
 
 
 
Thursday 9th  
 
Friday 10th  
 
 
 

 

 

 
SPARK service at 10am (a short service for all 
ages and stages of faith) 
 
Mothering Sunday service at 10am 
 

 
Genesis Chorale Spring Concert at 7.30pm 
 
Palm Sunday procession at 10am 
 
Fauré Requiem at 6.30pm 
 
Maundy Thursday Communion at 7.30pm 
 
Good Friday; Walk of Witness at 10am 
(starting at Our Lady Catholic Church) 
 
Reflective Service for Good Friday at 2pm 

April 
Sunday 12th 
 
Sunday 26th  
 

May 
Sunday 3rd  
 
Sunday 10th  
 
 

June 
Saturday 13th 
 

August 
Saturday 15th  

 
Easter Day Festal Communion at 10am 
 
Annual Parochial Meeting at 11.30am 
 

 
Choral Evensong at 6.30pm 
 
SPARK service at 10am (a short service for all 
ages and stages of faith) 
 

 
St John’s Summer Fair; 11am to 3pm 
 

 
Summer Soul BBQ; 4-8pm 

 

   

CONTACT US 
Parish Administrator - 01932 342263 
(for non urgent matters) 
Opening hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings 
admin@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
 
Revd Chris Hollingshurst (vicar) - 01932 400198 
(if you require a Christian Minister in an emergency) 
chris@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
 
Revd Matthew White (curate) - 01932 988773 
matt@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 
 
Our Pastoral Assistants are trained to deal with specific 
issues and life events and can be contacted as follows: 
Fanny Cross - 01932 345415  
(General assistance and Broadoaks Estate) 
Anthony Hopkins - 01932 349995  
(Communion for the housebound) 
Geoff Jones - 01932 851830 (Baptisms) 
 
Cornerstone Bookings & Information 
Cornerstone-bookings@stjohnswestbyfleet.org.uk 

WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS 
8am - Holy Communion 
A said service - a time for quiet worship at the start of the day 
 
10am - Parish Communion 
A sung service with sermon and choir - a time to worship and celebrate the work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ among his people, seeking strength and guidance for the week 
ahead. Children are welcome to sit with their parents, or in the Children’s Space 
(under 3’s); children from 4yrs upwards are welcome to join our Sunday group in 
the Cornerstone Centre on the 1st and 3rd Sundays in the month (term time).  
 
10am - SPARK family service (usually 2nd Sunday each month) 
This service is intended for children and their families as well as people at all stages 
of their faith journey. It is a shorter, less formal opportunity to worship together. 
 
Refreshments are served after the 10am service each week - everybody is 
welcome. 
 
6.30pm - Evening Worship (usually 1st Sunday each month) 
We offer a variety of formats through the year, including Choral Evensong, Sung 
Evensong, Taize, and Songs of Praise. 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
MEETING 
Readers will almost certainly know that the Church of England is what is known as The Established 
Church (which means ‘the state church’, or the national church).  Because of this, every parish in the 
Church of England is required by law to hold an Annual Parochial Church Meeting, and ours at St John’s 
takes place on Sunday 26th April following the 10am service.  Those wishing to speak at the meeting 
or participate in the election of church officers and church council members have to have joined the 
Electoral Roll of the Ecclesiastical Parish, either by virtue of residence or through habitual attendance 
at public worship.  So much for the jargon… but what all of this illustrates is that parish churches like St 
John’s are rooted in and called to serve their parishes.  They do not exist for themselves but for 
everyone within the parish boundaries, whether or not they worship as part of the congregation.  Our 
church council members are Trustees responsible to the Charity Commission and our written annual 
reports, which are made available in the church building, record the ways in which we try to be an 
outward-looking church for the local community.  Do drop in and read the annual report and - if you 
feel able to - please pray for us on Sunday 26th April, so that (as our ‘strapline’ says) we will be 
welcoming, worshipping and serving in West Byfleet during the coming twelve months. Thank you. 


